General Secretariat of the Council of Ministers
Subject: Draft law of animal protection and animal welfare.
With reference to the subject above,
And as the Ministry of Agriculture’s committee in charge of preparing a draft law for animal
protection and welfare has prepared a draft law aimed at developing an integrated legal system
for the protection and welfare of live animals, ensuring the proper treatment of animals and
limiting the situation in which exposing them to pain, danger or torture is permitted, through the
imposition of general obligations, organizing the establishments or facilities that use animals,
and putting sanctions against violators of those obligations, while taking into account the
provisions of the relevant international agreements and recommendations, in particular the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and
the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) recommendations, and that is for the following
reasons:
- The weakness of the legal protection of animals under the current laws, with the exception of
some of the provisions contained in the Penal Code and Legislative Decree on classified,
harmful and disturbing shops; and other miscellaneous decisions made decades ago and are
almost unable to keep up with the societal and global developments in this field.
- The affirmation that animals are living beings that deserve care and protection, which arises
human moral and ethical obligations towards their preservations.
- The necessity of Lebanon’s commitment to the relevant international agreements and
recommendations, in particular the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
Fauna and Flora (CITES), which was approved by Lebanon on July 2, 2012, and the World
Organization for Animal Health recommendations.
- The need of finding practical and legal solutions to several existing challenges, including the
requirement to preserve the livestock, control stray animals, and supervise the admission of
animals across the border; the increase in ownership of endangered species of animals on
farms and slaughterhouses to ill-treatment in most cases, and the absence of laws governing
the use of animals in scientific experiments and in entertainment.
- The obligation of keeping up with the global developments in the field of animal protection and
welfare, especially as the World Organization for Animal Health has issued, in 2005, several
recommendations in various areas related to animal health, with reference to the significant
number of countries that have passed laws for animal welfare and protection based on the
direct and consistent effects of animal health on food safety, public health, and public safety.
- The establishment of this protective system has become an urgent requirement demanded by
a large section of the Lebanese public, especially in light of the proliferation of shops selling
animals and the widespread phenomenon of homeless animals.
And thus, the draft law includes the following topics:

- The general rules that govern the use of animals whether on an individual level or within
facilities, the killing of animals as a prevention against the spread of diseases, and the terms
and conditions for animal transport and ownership
- Rules concerning pet trades and breeding centers
- Rules concerning animal safeguard
- Rules concerning the use of animals in entertainment
- Rules concerning animals on farms and slaughterhouses
- Rules concerning the use of animals in scientific experiments
- Rules concerning zoo regulations
- Rules concerning the establishment of animal rescue centers
And since the project gave the Ministry of Agriculture broad authority in order to achieve its
objectives, taking into account relevant international recommendations and agreements,
especially CITES and the World Organization for Animal Health recommendations, and stated
to inspect irregularities, detaining animals, closing facilities and ensuring gradual sanctions fit
with the severity of the violation. It also stressed on the need for cooperation between the
Ministry of Agriculture and the private sector in order to implement the provisions of this project,
and stated the basis of adjusting violations.
And since this work is considered the first stage in the field of animal protection and welfare,
especially in terms of broader reform of all laws related to the classification of facilities and the
organization of slaughterhouses, and also in terms of issuing decrees and decisions necessary
to achieve the objectives of this project.
And since several international organizations, especially the World Organization for Animal
Health and the standing committee of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and international and local associations concerned
with animal protection briefed on the said project and encouraged to publish it.
Therefore,
We present to you the draft animal welfare and protection law for your consideration and
submission to the Council of Ministers for approval, and to the Parliament for endorsement in
accordance with the protocol.
His Excellency Mr. Akram Chehayeb
Minister of Agriculture
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