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JOIN US TO
MAKE IT ILLEGAL.

| support Animals Lebanon’s Jal ()0 Animals Lebanon éoa oc al
campaign to enact national animal ibgll Gloall 3101l Gudgo &g
protection and welfare legislation. .lmilcp Gl=ioll supinidlg Wililgrall

In cooperation with government bodies and international organizations, Animals gosie ANImals Lebanon dmez Suel ol Olohaibly diagSadl Olig)l me Gol=tlly

Lebanon has drafted comprehensive legislation for the protection and welfare of slps mo JIRIL Mo O3l g9 i w9 03 W8 Lybleys Ollgusd] Dlosd Jolis 38
animals. This legislation was drafted by in collaboration with international experts Ll &b ol Olsy idls old § OUlgesd] Dole ) :;[an gos)l ol d=y (oJ9d
after reviewing the current status of animal welfare in Lebanon, existing national Sloglall o wyel) Lkl Slsla] Lasls FAI] %fé[ﬁ-‘;}’b Lalaill § Jswl Ol 25

legislation, legislation of countries in the region, international conventions, and
best practices throughout the world. For more details of this campaign and to
read the full text of the draft legislation please go to animalslebanon.org/law.
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[ fully support Animals Lebanon’s campaign to enact national animal protection s gose gos dzl o e

and welfare legislation, and kindly urge the government to review and enact this @ @Al o 14als (plmtu] A ‘“5;"” O L’”' LS Lenle Ol’“"u g ridly Sblgl)

legislation as soon as possible. The protection and welfare of animals is important e g3 esdl I 5’@'3 d deadly e Lige lanleys Ollsed] dilom Ol . oSon C8s g ol
to me and | look forward to the day when animals are given legal protection. A5 Lo uu%ﬂ] slac)
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First Name Last Name Phone Email Signature

Your phone number and email address will never be shared or distributed. All signatures will be presented to the President of Lebanon, the Prime Minister and the Minister of Agriculture.
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Why is comprehensive
animal protection law
necessary?

It is the belief of Animals Lebanon that every nation should

have comprehensive animal protection legislation. Animals are
sentient creatures, and therefore entitled to recognition, and to
care and protection against avoidable suffering. The degree of
cultural maturity of a society is reflected in its attitude towards
its animal population. It is widely recognized that the abuse and
exploitation of animals is not only detrimental to the health and
welfare of the animals concerned, but also harmful to the moral
and spiritual development of the human population.

There are many levels of argument favoring the introduction of
comprehensive animal protection legislation.

ALTRUISTIC Animals are now scientifically recognized as
‘sentient beings’, and have their own intrinsic value. They
should, therefore, be protected for their own sakes.

MORAL/ETHICAL Humans have a moral and ethical duty to
protect the planet’s animal life. As animals are sentient beings, it
is unethical to subject them to suffering. Humans should act as
guardians to creation, not as destructive forces and exploiters.

INTERNATIONAL ACCEPTANCE In the words of Gandhi:
“The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be
judged by the way its animals are treated.” The international
community takes a poor view of countries that have low welfare
standards, or permit suffering.

INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS Most countries in the

animalslebanon.org/law

world now have international obligations to meet in the animal
protection field (by virtue of World Organization for Animal Health
(OIE) international standards, conventions, treaties, trading
obligations etc.) that should be embedded in enforceable animal
protection legislation.

DEMOCRACY Most citizens and members of the public would
support the protection of animals, and therefore countries not
affording animals such protection are not upholding the wishes
of their populations.

PROTECTING THE COUNTRY’S FAUNA ‘HERITAGFE’
Effectively enforced animal protection legislation can help to
protect the country’s domestic animals/wildlife.

HUMANISTIC/SOCIAL Animal cruelty should be prevented
because this can have an adverse impact upon human values
and actions. Not only does animal cruelty diminish humans,
but when carried out or witnessed it can lead to a violent and
aggressive society.

PUBLIC HEALTH There are valid public and animal health
reasons for the introduction of comprehensive animal protection
legislation (for example, as regards the introduction of measures
on humane stray control, identification, animal care and
supervision, veterinary treatment requirements etc.).

OWNERSHIP/RESPONSIBILITY Encouraging responsibility
(liability) of animal owners has beneficial educational and control
functions.

ECONOMIC FACTORS To meet economic obligations
(e.g. to adapt to changing trading and consumer trends and
competition factors).

Importance of
Establishing
High Standards

It is important that modern, comprehensive animal protection
legislation is established, with the highest standards feasible.
This is because:

The status and practical treatment of animals can be raised by
improvements to legislation and enforcement standards.

In practice, enforcement problems often weaken the practical
effect of animal protection legislation, so high-level provisions
with practical application measures are vital.

The opponents to animal protection legislation — including some
vested financial interests — will seek to avoid legislation and
lower standards.

International standards continue to be developed, so weak
legislation is likely to require subsequent improvement (which
can lead to costly changes for industry). It is preferable to bring
in higher standards, even if these have to be phased in.

Countries often state that they are introducing basic standards,
but will update and improve these shortly. However, in practice
this rarely happens — legislative timetables are packed and
animal protection law is all too often viewed as a low priority.



